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The 1980’s saw a renaissance of research on microbial 
systematics and the dawn of the molecular taxonomy era, due 
mainly to the successive dissemination of nucleic acid-based 
methods. Prof. van Uden saw there an opportunity to revisit 
the focus of his own early scientific path. He supervised 
several graduate students who started their research careers at 
the Microbiology lab of IGC during that decade, working on 
topics related to yeast taxonomy and ecology, with an 
emphasis on basidiomycetous yeasts. The resulting 
publications, written for the most part by Prof. van Uden, 
appeared in the late 80’s and early 90’s. Among them were 
papers describing several novel species and a landmark paper 
on molecular identification of yeasts using DNA probes 
(Henriques et al. 1991). His renewed interest in yeast 
systematics led Prof. van Uden to organize four intensive 
international graduate courses during that decade. The 
outcomes of this very active period of research in yeast 
molecular systematics and ecology were still evident in the 
publications of Prof. van Uden’s former students long after his 
passing in 1991. 
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